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Issued in excerpt form by kind permission of the
GEORGE STEPHENSON MEMORIAL FUND COMMITTEE.

A Short Biography of George Stephenson

By Principal W. R. Parsonage, B.Sc., M..Mech.E.

The illustrations on pp. 47/48 are reproduced by the courtesy of the
Institution of Mechanical Engineers.

in a mine labourer’s family which ultimately numbered six children.
The place of his birth was Wylam-on-Tyne, a mining village about eight
miles from Newcastle. The house usually shown as Stephenson’s birthplace (Fig.
4, page 48) was divided into four labourers’ dwellings : the lower room only in
the west end of the house was the home of the Stephenson family. When the
family was growing up and George was about seventeen years of age, they lived
in a district called Jolly’s Close near the village of Newburn where the Duke of
Northumberland had recently sunk a new pit. This home was a poor cottage of
one room only in which the father, mother, four sons, and two daughters all
lived and slept. The one room crowded with three old poled beds, served as
parlour, kitchen, and sleeping room for all of them.
At noon on the 12th August, 1848, in his sixty-eighth year he died a wealthy
man at Tapton House, a large mansion in Chesterfield, though he had never been
a lover of wealth as such, and with opportunities to amass a colossal fortune, had

GEORGE STEPHENSON was born on 9th June, 1781, the second child
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